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Dangerous Reasoning— 

< “ 
Continued 

The recent statement released by the General 
Council of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, and sent to the 8,000 ministers 
of that church and its two and a half million mem- 
bers, has been received in many quarters with shock- 
ed surprise. 


Chis office is receiving copies of editorials which 
are appearing in newspapers all over America. 


Also, we are receiving letters from pastors in the 
North expressing their disapproval of the statement 
itself and of the autHoritarian position assumed in 
sending out such a statement. 


(See issue of this Journal for Nov. 18th for an 
important editorial on this matter) 


Not in recent years has an action of a responsible 
group of Christian men aroused more unfavorable 
comment. Inveighing against the methods used to 
expose and root out the infiltration of American 
institutions and vital industrial installations by 
Communists, this statement makes no suggestion 
of a better way. In fact it gives the impression that 
the methods of exposure are more to be deplored 
than the fact that Communists have been and are 
at work doing everything in their power to destroy 
America’s potential resistance to this great evil. 


For Southern Presbyterians it is also revealing 
evidence of a situation which exists in the U.S.A. 
church which is entirely foreign to our conception 
of how a church should operate. Our church has a 
“General Council” but it exists to administer the 
stewardship phase of our church’s work. In the 
U.S.A. Church the “General Council” is actually 
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the General Assembly in ad interim. Such an or 
ganization many feel to be both unPresbyterian 
and unwise, but, the proposed Plan of Union 
cludes just such a General Council for the united 
church. More than that, it also sets up “General 
Councils” for Synods and Presbyteries. In doing 
this the plan of church government shifts from the 
Presbyterian system to something entirely different 
a system catering to a few men and to a close-kr 
oligarchy. 


It is perhaps fortunate that this incident has 
happened right now for it already has and will con 
tinue to open the eyes and clarify the thinking of 
many people. 

Space forbids quotations but from a few news 
papers : 


New York World-Telegram: 


“Dangerous Reasoning 
On The Commies” 


“The general council of the Presbyterian 
Church has warned in a 2300-word letter to its 





members that Americans are in danger of be- 
ing led into a ‘spiritual vacuum’ because com- 
munism is being dealt with as ‘an exclusively 
police problem’ when it is ‘at bottom a secu- 
lar religious faith of great vitality.’ 


“This interpretation of the problem is ac- 
cording to the familiar doctrine, which once 
enjoyed wide acceptance, that communism and 
Christendom are locked in a life and death 
struggle for men’s minds, which will be won 
or lost in the forum of ideas. 


“What we have seen of communism in ac- 
tion has shown that this is a dangerous over- 
simplification of the actual problem. We now 
know that the battle is not for men’s minds but 
for their bodies. Communism’s challenge to the 
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tellect is strictly window dressing, as any 
irvivor of a Red torture chamber can bear 
itness. 


A New Imperialism. 


“We are not dealing with communism ac 
ding to Marx but with a barbaric imperial- 
n which seeks to make mankind the galley 
ive of Moscow. Poland is a case in point. 


“On the national level, communism must be 
‘alt with as a police problem because it is a 
riminal conspiracy which advances itself by 
ubversion, sabotage and murder. Czechoslo- 
akia might be a free country today had its 
vovernment had the guts to shoot a few traitors. 


“We have too much faith in the virility of 
American Christianity to believe for a minute 
that the atheists in Moscow, who give lip ser- 
vice to their so-called ‘secular religious faith,’ 
can lead the God-fearing men and women of 
this country into a ‘spiritual vacuum.’ But our 
confidence on that score in no sense lessens the 
responsibilities of the FBI to protect the gov- 
ernment and the people from spies and sabo- 
teurs. For let us render unto Caesar ‘the things 
which are Caesar’s.’ 


“The ‘letter to the Presbyterians’ complains 
ibout the tendency of some Congressional in- 
quirieés to become ‘inquisitions’ in which trea 
son and dissent become confused. 


“This has been a common complaint since 
the days of the original Dies committee. It had 
some validity then; it has very little now. Alger 
Hiss was considered the victim of such con- 
fusion at one time, but as it developed, his 
dupes were the ones who had been confused. 
The recent reports of the Jenner committee 
have been examples of objective inquiry and 
research of a very high order, and even Sen. 
McCarthy, the bad boy of them all in the eyes 
of the anti-anti-Communists, has been hitting 
pay dirt in the investigation at Ft. Monmouth. 
We wonder if the author of this letter has been 
keeping abreast of the times? 








“Dr. John A. Mackay, who wrote the letter, 
holds that in human conflicts there can be no 
substitute for negotiation, and declares that our 
government always should be ready to meet 
around a conference table with the rulers of 
Communist countries. But he implies that the 
door to the conference room has been closed, 
which is not so, and he would be more helpful 
if he would. state what issues he would negoti- 
ate. 


“We have been negotiating with the Rus- 
sians for eight years for settlement of the Ger- 
man and Austrian questions, without success. 
We have tried to reach an agreement with 
them for the control of the atom bomb, and 
have been rebuffed again and again. Presently, 
we are meeting with the Reds at Panmunjom 
in an attempt to agree on arrangements for a 
Korean peace conference and thus far they 
have refused to discuss either a date for the 
meeting or a place to meet. 


We Give—tThey Take. 


“American Presidents have met with the 
head of the Russian government in secret meet- 
ings at Teheran, Yalta and Potsdam, and our 
spokesmen are in daily contact with the Rus- 
sians in the United Nations. But where these 
meetings have resulted in anything at all, it has 
been the enslavement of free men, as when 
Russia was given a free hand in the Balkans. 
or the dismemberment of nations, as in the 
cases of Germany and Korea. 


“All harmonious meetings we have had with 
the Russians have been made so by concessions 
to the Russians. What more do we have to give, 
which is ours to give, which we could surrender 
with a clear conscience? 


‘The ‘letter to the Presbyterians’ quotes the 
Word of God to Israel through the prophet 
Isaiah: ‘Come, now, and let us reason together.’ 
We stand ready to reason. But we are not pre- 
pared to compromise with the devil, and we are 
sure He would not want us to.” 


* * * * * * 








The Shreveport Times: 

Going To Moscow. 

oad : ’ “Presbyterian Letter Is 

His main thesis, however, is a buildup for 
; as Loose Approach To 

1 man-to-man meeting between President Co aunt 
Eisenhower and Soviet Premier Malenkov, the mmunism 
arguments for which ignore past as well as re ‘The statement this past week by the Gen- 
cent history. eral Council of the Presbyterian Church in the 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 


terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. Entered as second-class 


natter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, 


N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. XII, No. 30, November 25, 1953 


Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, North Carolina. Printed 


Appress Cuance: When changing address, please let us have bo 
three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send 


th 


in the U.S.A. by Biltmore Press 


, Asheville, North Carolina. 


12 


» old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 


un address label giving your old address. 





NOVEMBER 25.1953 


































PAGE 3 


























































U.S.A. that the anti-Communist fight in this 
country might open the gate to ‘a Fascist totali- 
tarian tyranny’ undoubtedly was meant in fine 
and patriotic manner. It is true that in defeat- 
ing Communism the way could be opened to 
Fascism—but there is not one word in the 
Presbyterian manifesto offering so much as an 
iota of proof that the gates to Fascism are 
being opened in the effort of the United States 
to prevent its own destruction at the hands of 
Communism. A farmer seeking to eradicate 
boll weevil in his cotton could kill the cotton 
plants by too much boll weevil poison. But the 
mere fact that he is seeking to kill boll weevils 
does not mean that he is going to destroy his 
crop, too, 


“The Presbyterian statement was approved 
unanimously and publicized by the General 
Council of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A., which embraces about two-thirds of 
the members of various Presbyterian bodies in 
the nation. This General Council does not in- 
clude, as a whole, Southern Presbyterian 
churches known as the Presbyterian Church 
in the U.S. 


“The statement is so loosely phrased, and 
so misleading, that it will give far more com- 
fort to those who wittingly or unwittingly aid 
causes of Communism in the United States than 
to anti-Fascists. It gives no call to arms against 
Communism or even for Americanism as such. 
The impression it doubtless will leave with 
many is that if we win against Communism we 
lose against Fascism. And the impression that 
may leave with many is: “Then, why fight 
Communism?’ 


‘A great many people,’ says the statement, 
‘approach the grave problem of Communism 
in a purely negative way. Communism, which 
is at bottom a secular religious faith of great 
vitality is being dealt with as a purely police 
problem. Thus, over against Communism there 
is growing up a fanatical negativism. Totally 
devoid of a constructive program of action, 
this negativism is in danger of leading the 
American mind into a spiritual vacuum. Our 
national house, cleaned of one demon, would 
invite, by its very emptiness, the entrance of 
seven others. In the case of a national crisis, 
this emptiness could in certain circumstances 
and in the high sounding name of security be 
occupied with ease by a Fascist Totalitarian 
tyranny (The italics above are ours for em- 
phasis). 


“The phrase ‘secular religious faith of great 
vitality’ is quite likely to be misunderstood by 
many persons. It means literally a ‘non- 
religious faith of great vitality.’ There is noth- 
ing to state whether the ‘certain circum- 
stances’ which supposedly might bring a threat 
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of Fascism are near or far. But the big bogey 
man of ‘a Fascist Totalitarian tryanny’ i 
bound to impress the average reader, and tha 
—in our opinion—is exactly what it is mean 
to do, and without anything of supportin; 
proof. And that is exactly what the pro-Com 
munists and their dupes will like. 


“The use to which the Presbyterian state 
ment can be put by Communists and thet 
friends is shown in the fact that the New York 
Daily Worker, official Communist publicatior 
in this country, ran a front page story on it 
with a big two-column head in black-face type. 
Red organs rarely print anything from a re 
ligious source. 


‘The criticism of dealing with Communisn 
‘as a purely police problem’ fails to recognize 
that dealing with this problem, as it now exists 
in this country, definitely must be police in na 
ture if it is to gain success. Communism, once 
infiltrated into churches, schools and govern 
ment, does not leave simply by request. 


“Communism has been established by federal 
law of the United States of America as upheld 
by the United States Supreme Court, as a con- 
spiracy to overthrow the government of this 
nation by force. It is not merely a social or 
political threat to American beliefs, including 
its religious freedom, but a military threat in 
the sense that the conspiracy is one built on 
force. It is not a matter of check kiters or 
someone sneaking a hand under the pillow at 
night to extract a $5 bill the sleeper has hidden 
there. The last place in the world it should be 
given comfort, even mildly, is from within the 
churches or from high church councils. 


“The Christian church does have ‘a pro- 
phetic function to fill in every society and in 
every age, to quote this current Presbyterian 
letter. 


“But, that function is not to lessen or be- 
little the war against an enemy at hand under 
a plea that ‘perhaps’ and ‘under certain cir- 
cumstances’ there ‘could’ be some other enemy 
in the distance.” 


* * * * * . 


T he Charlotte Observer: 


“Inquisition? Let's Have 
The Evidence” 


“We find ourselves in disagreement with the 
letter sent to 8,000 pastors by the General 
Council of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U.S.A. containing the blanket charge that in- 
vestigations by congressional committees have 
tended ‘to become inquisitions.’ 


“These inquisitions,’ the letter says, ‘which 
find their historic pattern in medieval Spain 
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d in the tribunals of modern totalitarian 
tes, begin to constitute a threat of freedom 


thought in this country.’ 


‘That is a grave charge, but the published 
rts of the letter do not 
nce to support it. When a charge of that 


give one item of ev! 


nd is made, a bill of particulars is necessary 


it is to be taken ser ously. 


‘It seems strange that the very people who 
mplain most loudly about unfounded charges 
sister their complaints with equally unfound 
1 charges. A good example is Albert Ein 
tein, who not long ago advised witnesses to 
‘fuse to answer questions before congressional 
ommittees, It developed on inquiry that Ein 
tein had never read one line of the published 
testimony before these committees and that he 
vas totally ignorant of the procedure. He 
simply did not know what he was talking 
out. 

“We wonder if the committee that drew up 
this letter to Presbyterian pastors and mem 
vers took the trouble to inform itself on com 
mittee procedure Does it know, tor example, 
that the Senate Subcommittee on Internal Se 
urity conducts its hearings in such a way that 
the exposure of any person as a member of the 
Communist Party comes out of that person’s 


? 


own sworn testimony 


“The letter says that congressional com 
mittees give ‘unqualified credence’ to ex-Com 
munists testifying as to the Communist mem 


bership of other persons. The committees do 


e1 
nothing of the kind. Such evidence is taken in 
closed session. It is carefully assessed and cot 
roborated before the accused person is called. 
The accused is given opportunity in private 
session to controvert or deny the evidence 
Only when he refuses to deny or controvert the 
evidence privately is he called into public hear 


ings. 


“Any open-minded person who has read much 
ot the thousands oft pages of publi hed testi 
mony before these committees will be im 
pressed, not by any unfairness to witnesses, but 
by the committee patience with cynical and 


its leaning over back 


insulting witnesses, by 
wards to avoid violating their constitutional 
rights, and by its adherence to the rules of evi 
dence as scrupulously as any court of justice.” 


* * * . * > 


N¢ ripps-Hou ard Papers 


“ Anti-Communism Just As 
Bad? Cleric Said It” 


By FrepericK WoLTMAN 
Scripps Hor urd Staff Writer 
‘New York The Rev. Dr. John A 
Mackay. moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, who wrote a warning 


1953 








iddressed to its two-and-a-half million members 


that today’s methods of combatting commun- 


type of American 
fascism, has himself been under fire on the 


ism are preparing us for 


(ommunist issue, 


Che Rev. Dr. Daniel A. Poling, editor of 
e Christian Herald, on Sept. 14 assailed Dr. 
VIackay’s declaration that ‘anti-communism is 


th 


is dangerous as communism and may be even 


From the pulpit of the Marble Collegiate 
Church here, Dr. Poling 


s uid: 


It is unbelievable bu ue that there are 
few, but a potent few, in Christian leader- 


’ 
who call for recogn 


=} 
China by the United Sta 
stitution of Peiping for | 


\ + 


‘ ons 


nm of Communist 
es and for the sub- 
rmosa in the United 


? 


- 


In Korea, communism has executed more 
than 600 of his brother clergymen. Entire popu- 
lations in Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania have 
veen exiled, enslaved or executed in pogroms 


surpassing Hitler’s fret 


‘Would this leader among us have us be- 
lieve that anti-communism is as dangerous and 
n ye even more dangerous than that ?’ 


The General Council of the Presbyterian 
Church Monday mailed Dr. Mackay’s 2300- 
word letter to 8000 Presbyterian ministers. 


Dr. Mackay is | 
Theological Seminary His letter warned 


wainst what he called 


resident of Princeton 


growing tendency to 
fight communism with ‘fanatical negativism 
and to deal with it as a police problem rather 


than as a secular religious faith of ‘great 


+ ! } ] 
endenc\ DV congressional 


t singled out what was referred to as a 
inquiries to become 


‘inquisitions,’ confusing dissent with treason 


ind condemning men on the uncorroborated 


word of ex-Commuunists 


Dr. Mackay, the record shows, has in the 
st icked statements of two groups listed as 


subversive by the Justice Department — the 


Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and the 
Committee for 1 Democrati Far Eastern 


Pr licy ; 


‘In 1947, he sponsored a report by a group 
if clergymen who visited Yugoslavia, at the 
latter’s expense, and brought back a white- 
wash of the Tito government, then part of 


Stalin’s Comuntorn 


Dr. Mackay also was one of the clergymen 
who signed a brief to the U. S. Supreme Court. 
In effect, it defended the right of the Rev. 
\\ un Howard Melish, an active pro-Com 
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munist propagandist, to continue as minister 
of Holy Trinity Church in Brooklyn despite 
attempts by the Episcopal diocese to oust him. 


“Last January, the Presbyterian leader de- 
clined to resign as a member of the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee when the latter was 
under attack as an alleged Red front by the 
American Committee for Cultural Freedom. 


“Several other sponsors resigned over the 
Communist issue, including the Rev. George 
A. Butterick of the Madison Avenue Presby- 
terian Church here. 


“In the May issue of the Christian Herald, 
edited by Dr. Poling, an editorial noted Dr. 
Mackay’s failure to resign. It commented: 


‘Liberals do not easily withdraw. But the 


courage to withdraw may be of a higher degre 
than the stubbornness to remain.’ ”’ 


o * * * * * 


The Chicago Tribune 


----. It is hard to see what purpos 
is served by this distribution except to tell th 
recipients what their church leaders wish then 
to do about some public questions coming be 
fore them for decision. 


“*The present situation,’ says Dr. Mackay 
‘demands spiritual calm, historical perspective 
religious faith, and an adventurous spirit.’ T 
this list we would add, common sense, a pref 
rather than 
illusion, and genuine devotion to the principle 
of separation of church and state.” 


erence tor reasoning trom fact 





Billy Graham In Asheville 


By H. B. Dendy 


This is written, not as an editor but as a pastor, 
not as a spectator but rather as one who has par- 
ticipated in a work where we have seen God moving 
a city and an entire community. As this is written 
the Asheville area is half way through an experience 
which will last in the hearts of many for all eter 
nity. 


Evangelist Billy Graham is known to many 
Americans only by the sensational and flamboyant 
articles appearing frequently in newspapers and 
magazines. Any man who attracts crowds reaching 
up to 75,000 at one time will also attract the atten- 
tion of those looking for the sensational. But any 
man who can preach to increasing crowds in a 
community, crowds limited only by the capacity 
of the facility being used, and crowds which gain 
in number night after night and week after week, 
is one who naturally finds himself and his work un 
der constant scrutiny and analysis. Where such ex- 
amination is carried out by Christians the answer ts 
easy to find, but, where the unregenerate seek an 
explanation they come up with bizarre and often 
misleading reports. 


Having participated in the pre-campaign prayer 
meetings and in the planning for the meetings, and 
now sharing in them as a member of the audience, 
and as an Advisor to Counsellors in the counselling 
room, we have come to some very definite and clear- 
cut opinions. 


These meetings are not the result of the preach- 
ing of Billy Graham himself. They are a work of 
God’s Holy Spirit, who is using a group of men 
who have completely dedicated their lives to Jesus 
Christ and the privilege of making Him known. 
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These meetings are a living testimony to the power 
of the Word of God, preached in simplicity, 

absolute faith, and with tremendous conviction. 
They are the result of careful planning before, dui 
ing and after the meetings are closed. They are 
characterized by simple faith, Christian commor 
sense and combined talents which work, without 
exception, for God’s glory. Here we see an absolute 
faith that God is able to transform lives immediate 
ly and a work which fully expects to see these trans 
formations, not only in the meetings themselves, but 


in offices, stores, factories and on the street. 


No one can work long with Mr. Graham with 
out realizing his utter and complete consecratior 
to God. He never turns any of the publicity o1 
himself but rather on the God he serves so faith 
fully. His sweet humility in talking to individual 
is balanced by his insistence that all of the glo 
belongs to God. 


In the meetings there is an absolute absence of 
carefully made 
but they seem so natural and so geared to any con 
tingency that they are submerged in the great task 
of bringing men to see themselves in the light of 
God's justice and His love. Carefully trained coun 
sellors meet each enquirer in the counselling roon 
ind then they are turned over to advisors wh 


professional machinery. Plans are 


check the personal experience of the new convert 
and the efficiency of the counselling. 


is Church-centered and as 
a result all of the blessings are channeled through 
the individual into the church of his choice, All 
who share in the campaign 


he entire campaign 


ushers, choir members, 
counsellors, etc., etc., are in their respective jobs 
because recommended by the participating pastors. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
































hat of the effect on the pastors themselves ? 

S) ng as one who has experienced the blessing 
of one of these campaigns: here may be the greatest 
sit blessing from such a meeting. When we pas- 
re ourselves revived in our faith and in our 

se to serve Him, this blessing is carried into 
hurches. Many a pastor in America today can 

ip to join in bearing this testimony to such a 
ign. How often we have preached without 
ction, or on matters of but passing importance, 

or without the authority of, “It is written,” and 
how often we have failed as a result. A new sense 
of realities, of the glorious and vital message which 
s ours, comes as we sit and hear the old theses and 
trines of Christianity so simply and yet so au 
thoritatively and powerfully preached. Billy Gra 
ham is a great preacher but this greatness is not in 
Billy Graham. It rests in his preaching from a 
Great Book about a Great God a God of holiness, 
ghteousness and justice, and also a God of in 
[herein lies his power and 


from that source is to be found the response on the 


te love and mercy. 
of his hearers 
No evaluation of this work would be accurate 


which does not pay tribute to those who make up 
team.” Never h ive we seen a group so endowed 


th such ability, winsomeness and unity of spirit 
nd purpose. Grady Wilson, a faithful and effec 
e preacher and counsellor—Cliff Barrows a tru 
great song leader, a man who by ability as a 
isician and by sweetness of personality has a 
rained choir in a matter of days, men and women 


ho respond to his leadership and combine to make 
glorious contribution to the effectiveness of the 
mpaign. In Beverly Shea one finds a _ radiant 


: ; 
hristian and a magnificent voice combined to make 


= 


s singing either a sermon or a praver. Tedd Smith 
d Paul Michelson are finished musicians. men 
who join in making piano and organ a part in mu 
sic worthy of making praise to ( yod. Dr. Paul Mad 
lox (formerly Colonel in U. S. Army. and Chief 
of Chaplains in the European theater), is Mr. Gra 
um’s executive secretary and a man of rare hu 
lity and loyalty In Mr. Willis Haymaker the 
rganization has a man peculiarly fitted in pet 
nality, ability and temperament for the difficult 
sk of setting up meetings in the cities where the 


ium has been invited 


In past generations much good resulting from 
iss evangelism has been dissipated through lack 
t an adequate follow-up of those making decisions 
this phase the Billy Graham Evangelistic As 
ciation is doing a superb work. Before the cam 
ign starts, workers chosen by the cooperating pas 
rs are given intensive training in counselling and 
follow up work. This is directed by a number of 
dividuals trained for just this purpose. Here in 
\sheville it has been directed by Mr. Don Rosen 
erg, Mr. Lorne Sanny, Miss Lelia Elliott, as 
sted by three or four others. Working tirelessly 

the background are also Mr. Graham's secre 
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taries, Mrs. Betty Lowery and Miss Laverne Gus- 


tafson 


We do not have to indulge in superlatives when 
is a group of Christian 
men and women, coming from various denomina- 


we say candidly that here 
tional backgrounds, working together in perfect 
harmony and with one purpose, to win souls to 
Christ. restore those who have grown cold and to 
channel them all into useful service to God and 


the church of their choice 


particular attention to 
some criticisms we have heard of either Mr. Gra- 
is such. It is not an 
Never have we seen less emo- 


] ] 
In closing we would pay 


ham or of mass evangelism. 
“emotional binge.’ 
ligious meetings. No illustrations are used 


Sain ten ta 
designed to affect the emotions. The invitations are 


not prolonged, One could not imagine more dignity, 


quiet and restraint. The decisions come because of 
i conviction of the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, these 
mn a chief topic of conver- 
ition in stores, offices, on the street and in count- 
} 


meetings h ive mm ide reli 


lomes. The only emotion we have witnessed 


was that of a deep conviction 


ess 
of sin or of jOV in a 
new found faith 


What about money ? S ich l campaign costs 
money: money for advertising, for campaign ma- 


ncidentals, Also, the staff 


members have to be paid the proportionate part of 


| 
erials and for many 


their regular salaries. But finances are in the 


hands f the local committee ind all money is ex- 
pended by the local committee and a public audit 
made. Mr. Graham 

, 


campaigns, either directly as salary, or through spe- 


nothing from these 


f airts 0? Ove offerinads. 


} 


He is paid a regular 
salary by his Association’s headquarters in Minne- 
ipolis. In taking this step two years ago he cut the 
ground from under critics who said he was doing 
this work for money. Incidentally, he works at such 
would be adequate 


} ustained ‘e that | 
sustained pace nat no sa 
' 


to compensate for such killing outlay of time and 


physi il energy When the low i expenses are met 
except that each Sun 


goes to the “Hour of 


no more offerings are taken 
day afternoon the ofter ng 
Decision’ 


broadcast 


One final word. From the testimony of others 


ind now from our own personal experience, Mr. 
Graham is a rare gift of God to our sinful and 
needy generation. He preaches with power and 
with authority because his life and his message are 
saturated with the Word of God and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit. 

He is setting an example to the preachers of our 
time, for his work is a living testimony: a testi- 
mony to the power of the Word and of the Holy 
Spirit. He preaches to a decision—a decision in the 
hearts and wills of individuals—and he preaches 
with faith to believe that God honors His Word 
o the converting of sinners and the strengthening 


oT saints, 

































The Cart Is Before The Horse 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N.C. 


The question that many members of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church are asking these days is this, 
“why do we Plan of Union before our 
Church for study when we have never decided if it 
would be wise, or that we could do a more fruitful 
work in the building of the Kingdom of God, by 
going into an organic union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church, UNDER ANY KIND OF A PLAN.” 


have a 


It is the responsibility of the pro-union group in 
our Church to answer this question and explain why 
our Church has been presented with a wedding cere- 
mony (the Plan of Union 
have been given good reasons, WITH SUPPORTING 
EVIDENCE, to show that our Church would benefit 
by such a union, or before there has been a decision 
by the members of our Church, that they want to 
enter into such 
OF A PLAN, 


before the members 


an organic union UNDER ANY KIND 


From all indications and evidence 
ceremony (the Plan of Union) 
on our Church by 
ministers, by 


this wedding 
has been forced up- 
a small but influential group of 
using their influence in the General 
Assemblies and using the Committee on Cooperation 
and Union to spearhead the whole Union move- 
ment, and using the funds of the Church to finance 
their activities, which is certainly resented by all 
the members of our Church who think such a Union 
is unwise, that part of their gifts are being used in 
this manner. At least 90°; of the membership of 
the Committee on Cooperation and Union is com 
posed of some of the strongest leaders of the pro- 
union movement in our Church. 


There has never 
now, any 


is there 
union among the 


been in the past, nor 
spontaneous desire for 
members of our Church at large. It has all been 
FORCED UPON OUR CHURCH FROM THE TOP. To 
support this statement | would like to quote from 
an article in the Greensboro Record covering the 
October 22nd Orange Presbytery in 
which the issues of Union were discussed. The ar- 
ticle states, 


meeting of 


“many elders and min- 


isters attending the meeting of Presbytery) took the 


representatives 


unofficial position that while a plan of union was 
being considered, few if any, had a clear idea as 
to the purpose, or the results that might follow the 
merger.” This is true over the entire Assembly. 


The mental state of any person who arranged a 
wedding ceremony between two people who had 
never decided to get married W yuld be seriously 
questioned. Does this wedding ceremony (Plan of 
Union) that has been n the South 
ern and Northern Presbyterian Churches appear to 
be in order when the average member 


arranged betwee 


of our Church 
is completely uninformed as to the il issues that 
are involved in this proposed plan of organic union? 
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Perspective 


Because of sin man lost his perspective. f 
that day to this, this all-important quality has never 
been regained other than through faith in and 
render to God and His Christ. 


What is spiritual perspective? It is the al 
to see things in their right relationship, one t 
other and to God Himself. 





Spiritual perspective enables us to see time 1 
proper relationship to eternity. The man wit! 
this spiritual insight looks at the world around hin 
in terms of what he can get out of life for himself 


his own enjoyment, his own advantage. He } 
even look at life and the great social inequalities | 
and injustices all around him and try to solve then 
so that this will be a better world in which to live 
Certainly this is a much higher motive for lif 
than one spent for self. But, it falls woefully sh 
unless the eternal need of the soul is put far above 
all physical and material needs, whether for self 
or others. There is no profit in gaining the whole 
world and yet losing one’s soul, nor is there 
lasting advantage for the social order which f 

to bring that order to the foot of the cross. 

This question of a right perspective is not 
theoretical one, speculative and nebulous,—it is the 
most practical matter in the world, Those who have 
had their eyes examined by modern techniques i 
highway patrol headquarters find themselves lool 
ing into a machine which shows up defects of visi 
not suspected before: depth perception, color ident 
fication, width of vision, angle perception, these 


and many other aspects of vision are identified and 
classified. Only the dedicated and surrendered Chris 
tian, guided and empowered by the Holy Sprit; 
able to look at his surroundings 
duties, opportunities and privileges in the light of 
God’s truth. No wonder that Christ spoke of u 
believers as being blind. It is a spiritual impossibilit 
for them to be otherwise. 


circumstances, 


reading a most interesting 
latest Who-Done-It—and | 
interrupted with the news th 
his house was on fire. 


Suppose a man was 
book. possibly the 
should be rudely 
He might be tremendous 
interested in the outcome of the book but the in 
minence of the fire would make him throw asid 
his book to escape the fire and also save or salvag 
as much from his home as possible. 


Or, let us suppose that a patient comes into th 
doctor’s office for an examination. The physicia 
sees the patient disfigured by a hare lip. But, h 
also finds on examination that the patient has 
cancer. Surely he will advise immediate operatio 
rather than 


for the cancer, plastic procedure t 


improve the appearance of the patient! 


Again, a man falls out of a boat and is unabl 
to swim. He pleads with the occupant who is stil 


safe in the boat, asking for help before he goe 
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down. Does his friend call his attention to a beau- 
tiful bird in a tree, or to a lovely sunset, or to an 
.yquisite ower growing on the bank of the river or 


{ 

lak. 2? These all are worthy of their attention at the 
right time, but, the matter of immediate and para- 
mount importance is saving that man from drown- 
ing 


ill of these hypothetical cases there is involved 
th juestion of perspective, of doing the most im- 
portant thing first. 


yr the Church and for the Christian this spiri- 
tual perspective is of vital importance. It integrates 
social programs with the preaching of the Gospel. 
lt promotes evangelism at home and around the 
world. It takes money and makes its use primarily 
for the glory of God and advancement of His King- 


Such a perspective enables one to take up his 
Bible and thank God that here he has a record of 
the past, a way for the present and a blueprint of 
the future. Here he sees himself in the light of his 
own sinfulness and of Here he finds 
power to save himself and 
ent rely dependent on the mercy and grace of God. 
Here, also, he learns that he can overcome the at- 
tacks and the temptations of Satan through the 


power of the Sword of the Spirit. 


God's love. 
himself devoid of any 


[his perspective also enables us to see our per- 
sonal responsibility to the Church and a Christ- 
centered program of living and witnessing for Him. 

Finally, it gives the Christian a sense of his re- 
sponsibility as a citizen. A citizenship in heaven and 
lso an obligation here below. 


Too many of us are spiritually myoptic, or astig- 
or presbyoptic. Many have cataracts, scoto- 
is, or other blemishes. Only Christ can open our 
‘yes and give us that perfect vision which carries 
ith it perfect perspective for life and its present 
roblems and for eternity with its glory. 


matic, 


_ 


lf we want this perfect perspective it means 
mplete surrender to the Giver of every perfect 


rift. —L.N.B. 


POETRY 
Che Journal has recently 
contributions in 


received a great many 
publication. Thoughts 
hat are lofty, spiritual and practical can be happily 
expressed in poetry, and we like to have one of these 
gems in every issue; but it would be impracticable 
d unwise to print all that come to hand. We have 
enough on the “waiting list” now to fill a whole 
sue to the exclusion of all other matter and it 
vould require the services of an extra typist (seven 
e employed in this office now) to write letters to 
the kind poets explaining why we cannot make 

e right away (or at all) of their generous offer- 
gs. It will save us some time if our poet friends 
ill accept this expression of our appreciation, and 
those instances where it is desired that we re- 


poetry tor 
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turn the mss. if unused, please enclose an addressed 
envelope and postage. 


We have no boasted critical talent on the staff. 
It is quite probable, in our incapacity, we might 
at its true worth. James 
Whitcomb Riley trudged from publisher to pub- 
lisher with his offerings which were spurned be- 
“discovered” him. 
Near the close of his career, we are informed, he 
had standing bids at $50.00 per word for anything 
he would write. Edgar Allen Poe had much the 
same experience. Bobby Burns nearly starved before 
his talent was recognized, and it is said that when 
he died and a committee of citizens went to his 
mother and asked for a suggestion of a fitting epi- 
taph to place on his tomb, her reply was, “Write 
it, He asked ye for bread an’ ye hae gaen him a 


fail to appraise a poem 


fore some keen-minded editor 





stane —W.C.S. 
ee ee ee ee , re 
Tex ] Sas : 
; I'wo Worthwhile Books ; 
J . 
» 
2 The Honor Of Preston Reed : 
2 By Louise Harrison McCraw ; 
‘ 4 
2 A gripping novel of Virginia in the 1850s. 2 
2 The hero, a Hampden-Sydney graduate. Char- 2 
g acters come to life. Romance and realism 
> meet. Crises produce iron in the ; 
blood. Price $2.75. ; 
J 
s J 
2 Does God Answer Prayer? $ 
2 By Louise Harrison McCraw ; 
$ .% 
; An old and much discussed subject, but here 3 
3 is a fresh and illuminating treat- 2 
‘ ment. Price $1.50. : 
= J 
3 The Two Books Will Be Sent 2 
2 Postpaid For $3.50 2 
1 
; The Southern Presbyterian Journal 3 
$ Weaverville, N.C. ; 
> 
5 














PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.8S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with lith, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Secend semester 
begins January 25, 1964. 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson Number 35 


Man To Boy 


We older folks might fail t 
influence we have on the 


realize how much 
young people all about us 
Much depends upon oul feeling and attitude to 
ward them. We see yet hesitate 
to remonstrate, tearin ottended, But 


love them and really 


then yoing wrong, 
they Ww I] be 
it need not be so, 1 want 
to help them. | well remember one Sunday morning 
out in front of the church when I was rebuked by 
one of the Elders. He laid his hand on my shoulder 
in the tenderest sort of a way and in the kindest 
tone, said, “Son, I wouldn’t do that if I were vou.’ 
There was no mistake: that old man 
me. I knew it 
the genuine interest in his voice: 


avaln, He 
} 


to correct me in a way that woul 
delight 


really loved 
hand and 
ind it had ettect 


could have tried 


the touch of his kindly 


1 did not do that thing 
1 make me take a 


in repeating my misbehaviour petore him 


[ am impressed 
of the old law yer. He k 
his (Godly 


concerning sin and hell and eternal punishment; 


In the 
by the “technique”’ 


expe! ence’ given below. 
new that 
the boy had been 


instructed by parents 


and also about repentance and forgiveness and sal 
those 
in unused path in 


vation. He did not have to remind him of 
things. He approached the boy in 
his thinking, but one so simple it could be quickly 
understood. ‘Too, he was depending upon the Holy 
Spirit to drive the lesson home. There was no sug 
gestion of censorship or fault finding, but so evi 
dently the effort of wisdom and experience and kind 
ly interest that the Spirit 


14 
could ise 


t to bring that 
hoy who had plenty oT sense to a WIsé decision 
Dear ANGLERS 

He Was IS years old. a 


for Thanks 


' 1] a9 
a splendid young Tfeliow 


freshman at the university, bacl home 


giving Holida ithletic build, keen-eved and as 
bright a mind as even his parents could wish fo 
him. His father was my law partner, a devout 
Christian, standing high in his profession: his moth 


er one oft (j;0d Ss saints 
looking for his fathe 


while to meet an en 


He came into the office 


rT, who h id gone out tora short 


© hands with 
me in his friendly way and | asked him to have 


vavement. He shoo 


seat and tell me about himself. ““‘How do vou lik 
} 


Harold?” | asked him. “Oh fine 
“T’m crazy about it.’ 
Harold,” | with the parents 
vou have, and the opportunity to get 


Yes Sir,” he replied, “I 
| hope | am appreciatin if fully ’ 


} - 


the university 
he said, 
fortunate boy, 


You are i very 
sald, 
i well rounded 
know it, and 
His father had 
one day, in a burst of confidence, told me that he 
and the proud of Harold 
but they were deeply concerned about his spiritual 
life. He had seemed to lose interest in 


education.” 


DOV s mother were ver 
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church and 


Sunday school, but talked a good deal about a ew 
| a * 
philosophy of lite which he had discovered a 
this, as the boy sat the 
front of me, | wondered if | 


to help him, but hesitated 





university. Recalling 


could say anyt 
to speak at once, knoy 
do not like for elder 
‘preach” to them. But | felt a strong urge to 


so | 


when you graduate ?” 


that young peopl their 


said, f H irold, wh are you planning te 
Promptly he answered, ‘ 
Fine!” | 


“Oh, well of course 


ryoinyg to law school 





said, “and vy 
I’m planning to | 
tice law; I hope to one day be a law-partnet 
you and my father.” “Fine 
what then?” ““Well Sir, 
success of If, 
vou and Dad decide to 

asked. “Oh ves,” he said, 


his eve, “I'll marry: | think 


again,’ I said, 

I’m determined to mal 
so I can succeed to the business w 
tire.’ ‘‘Anything else 
with a slight twinkl 


| have the girl al re d 


picked out.” i hat sounds good,” | said ; “wW 
then?” Well, I hope to make the practice of lay 


T 


pay me well, so that | a sutti 


a comfortable home and give 


in accumulate 
sum to build me 
education; als 
ize.’ “And what the 

and he did not seem s 


children just the best kind of an 


“He 
lay up something tor old 


eked Oe” be vail 


COKE ksure now 


I suppose, like you and Dad, w 
I get old I will retire 1 waited a moment as 
sat there in silence; then I said very quietly, ‘“W 


then?” He 


chair 


twisted a little uncomfortably in 


ind looked out the window, but I don’t th 


he saw anything out there. After a moment’s pa 
; . 


“Tl die.” I 


lis time S we Sat 


he said with a forced smile, 


little tl 


waiter 


longer there in. silence 


isking the Holy Spirit to “take over’ and use His 





softly, and w 
face, ““d 


mighty 
all the 


what then? 


power; then [| said very 


tenderness | « show in my 


He jumped up rasped my\ hand, and said 
“Thank you, Sir, I know 


think it over.”’ Then say 


what you mean; I’! 
¢ he would wait no long 
for his father to return, he picked up his hat 
went out, 

Next morning his fathe1 
H irold had come to 


genuine surrender to Christ and 


told me tl 
had made 


told him he w 


1ovousl\ 


that night, 


read\ to jo the chur! 


Name withheld 





WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN a leather- 
bound copy of THE TESTAMENT FOR 
FISHERS OF MEN? Send us an account of 
winning a soul to Christ in a 
personal interview (250 words 
or less). If it is used in the 
ANGLERS column, you will 
receive this most helpful, vest- 
pocket size, Personal Worker’s 
Testament (King James Ver- 
sion). No manuscripts returned 
unless requested. THE TES- 
TAMENT may also be secured by sending 
two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $3.25. 
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Vonderful” 


And His name shall be called Wonderful, 
insellor, The Mighty God, The everlasting 
her, The Prince of Peace’: Isaiah 9 :6b. 


—_— 


We talk a great deal about “The Seven Won 

s of the World”: the ancients had their list of 

se “Wonders”; the people of the Middle Ages 
had theirs; and today we would have an entirely 
new collection. There is, however, but one Wonder 

the world, and that is Jesus. There are many 

nderful things about Jesus Christ, but | wish 

group them all under three heads: The Wonder 
of His Cradle: ‘The Wonder of His Cross; and 
Phe Wonder of His Crown. 


| The Wonder of His Cradle: The Inearna 
tion: His Virgin Birth and His Sinless Life, and 
His Loving Ministry to Men. 


In the manger at Bethlehem there lay the most 
marvelous Baby that the world has ever seen; born 

fulfillment of prophecy; born of the Virgin 
Mary: the God-man. The Incarnation is a mysteri 
ous and Mighty Miracle; it was fitting that it 
should be announced by angels, and that Wise Men 
from the East should travel weary miles to worship 
the new-born King. The boy Jesus amazed the doc- 
tors as they asked Him questions, and there was 
never another Man like the Man Christ Jesus; His 
Baptism, His Temptation, His Teaching, Preach 
ing, Healing, His Perfect character, His Loving 
Viinistry, as He sought and saved the lost, make 
Him the One Man of all ages. 


2. The Wonder of His Cross: The Atonement ; 
the suffering which preceded, and the Resurrection 
which followed. 


He lived His life in the Shadow of the Cross. 
Listen to Him as He tries to tell His disciples of 
His approaching death; watch Him as He goes into 
the Garden and prays that prayer which showed the 
bitterness of the cup He was about to drink; go 
with Him into the judgment hall and behold the 
shame of it; travel with Him to Golgotha and 
watch Him die, listening to those seven last words. 
See them take Him down and bury Him, and then 
come with the women and see the empty tomb and 
the Risen Saviour: for the Empty Cross, and the 
Empty Tomb are the symbols of His Vicarious 
\tonement and His glorious Resurrection. 


3. The Wonder of His Crown: His Ascension 
to the right hand of the Father; His Reigning in 
Glorv: His Coming again to Rule over the world. 


We might call this His “Unveiling.” While in 
the flesh His glory was hidden for the most part; 
t was only on the Mount of Transfiguration that 
this veil was lifted for a time, and “we saw His 
glory,” as Peter says in his epistles. But the day is 
coming when on His head will be many Crowns, or 
Diadems; the crown of perfect manhood, of al- 
mighty power, of infinite wisdom, of boundless love, 
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of universal dominion, for every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that He is Lord to the glory 
of God the Father. Yes, the “Crowning Day” is 
coming by and by, when He shall be crowned the 
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. 


The most wonderful thing about Jesus Christ is 
His love; Who loved me and gave Himself for me: 


‘Wonderful things in the Bible I see; 
Chis is the dearest, that Jesus loves me 
hat Jesus loves even me.” 


LIQUOR 
“Cocktail Parties” 

“Ot all forms of mass alcoholism, the cocktail 
party is the most painful to any participant even 
partially sober. It is a sad comment on human prog- 
ress that, after many centuries of effort, mankind 
has evolved no better form of group self-entertain- 
ment than horrible little or big cocktail parties, with 
ill that standing around on aching arches, all that 
torced pumping of inane conversation. Here is the 
most infantile of all adult social diversions.” 


From “Il Don’t Like Drunks,” by Don 
Herold, Reader's Digest, January, 1953. 
—Civic League. 





How Does This “Judge” Know? 


\ Weld County District Judge in Colorado has 


ruled that 3.2 beer is not intoxicating. 


This decision does not at all change the chemical 
character of beer. Beer still makes people drunk if 
they consume enough of it, and it is having that 
deplorable effect every day all over the country. The 
ilcohol in beer still has the psychological effects 
which are so disastrous on American highways and 
in all the daily activities of American life. 


Surprise! There is just as much alcohol in a 
bottle of beer as there is in the ordinary drink of 
WwW hiskey. 


Dr. Walter Miles of Yale L niversity, in testify- 
ing before the House of Representatives Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means on December 13, 1932, 
definitely established the intoxicating character of 
2.75 beer—even lower in alcohol content than 3.2 
beer. His testimony is recorded in 20 pages of the 
hearings. It followed prolonged investigation in 
the Nutritional Laboratory of the Carnegie Insti- 
tute in Boston, where he was Research Psychologist. 
His work was afterwards reported in the distin- 
guished volume: ALCOHOL AND HUMAN EFFICIEN- 
CY. 


In these critical days, America has no time to be 
feeling around with the idea that beer is not in- 
toxicating. That idea has wrecked too many lives 
and damaged this country far too seriously to be 
tolerated for a moment.—Clipsheet. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





REY. J. 


KENTON PARKER 
















LESSON FOR DECEMBER 6 

Background Scripture: | Kings 9:3-9; 
Isaiah 31:1; 42:4; Acts 5:17-29; Romans 
13:1-10; I Peter 2:13-17. Devotional Read- 
ing: Romans 13:1-10. 


Government Under God 


Ruler: the God of both Creation and 
to tl His will, 


iccording to 
words, Ww 


Is the Supreme 


(5od 


His eternal purpose ve counsel of whereby, for His owr 


comes to pass. In other 


dained whatsoeve1 


live in a planned world 
: , 
into existence Dy chance and is voverned, if governed at all, 


the works of Creation and Prov 


by physical laws. Gi 
idence. His work of Creation was His making 


Providence. He is So 


erelivn: His decrees 
glory, He hath 


in a world which cat 


tore 


executes His decrees 


things out of nothing 









































{ Promise and a W, 
Kings 9:3-9, 


Thou? He set f 
He can do I 


ess players can move the men on 


unto Him, What doest 


teth up one and putteth down another. 


hand, or say 


} 


this as easily as ¢ 
the board. He 


; Solomon built and 
< m ind rrovant > t ‘ ' 
lows wicked and gant men to he great celebration in 





> s times. even 1 who persecute is ' 

rule sometimes, even men wh persecute Hi own tion the Lord appeared to 

people. He has a wise purpose in all this. Sometimes ditional promise ind 

, 
we can see His pu pose ; sometimes we cannot; but thou wilt walk before me 
] 17 | ° 

we can trust the Judge of all the earth to do right. then | will e lisk 
- iil SI 
. dom upon Israel for ever 


‘Kings’ appear very early in the Bible. In the 
fourteenth ‘battle 


chapte1 otf (jen ‘SIS, We have the 
of the four kings a of Siddim.” 


rainst five in the vale 


- ait “er ‘ have iven them It w 
Later we have the “Dukes” descended from Esau; ne 
, man as Solomon would I 
then the kings ot the five condemned nations; and > : 
“ : . W e know, of course, ti 
still later th worid-conquerors in the time | 
. Pe oi ya ss or to do exactly what he s 
of Daniel and the ¢ iptivit in the vision whicn , , 
" . . tory of Israel ind Tuc il 
king Nebuchadnezzar had of the great image 1 ‘| +: gare 
. : , other nations, especially 
Daniel 2, and the vision of the four beasts in chap a a 
< , : ater familiar with the Bible 
ter 7 we have an outline of World-History dowr , ' 
, . . , had to bear the conseque! 
to the present time lhe $ ipreme Ruler knows ex " | 
: ” , * sin. Other nations have g 
actly who wi reig! ing what will de the charac 11 
. , - went astray; All nations 
ter of each persol He knows als« that He Will set - 


] | 
1 turned into hell the 


¢ Kingdom of the King of Kings. sii ——— 


] + 
up the everlasti: 


Him ; first the 
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rees pronounces A 


Israe 


Che Stone cut out without hands will fill the whol Il. God is the Only H 
earth and destr ll these oth gdoms. It ts Isaiah 31:1; 42:4. 
most comforting Gjod’s childr to know tha r J 
. . } 1] tI 1 1e first tr tnes 
our God is Supreme, and w execute all His Hol fe i 
2s ipon them that go down 
will. 
stay on horses, and trust 
God's Chosen People had no kings until the time unto the Holv One of 
of Samuel. Their government was Lheocracyv. God thing. Instead of follow 


chose certain men to represent Patri they formed alliances with 
archs, and later, leaders like Moses and Aaron, ind seemed prone to lool 
Joshua, and the “Judges.’’ Samuel was the last of should they go down to that 
these, and also a ing-maker.” It was during his where they had been he 
judgeship that the people demanded a king, “‘like had been made bitter? It 


the space OT SIx days, and all very good God's al 

works of Providence are, His most holy, wise, and 

powerful preserving and governing, all His creatures the remey~* round the . ' ‘The request grieved Sai 

and all their actions. It is this part of His works of uel, but God directed him to yield to their deman 

Providence, the Governme of God, which we are after warning them of the consequences. Samu 

os studv, inointed Saul, and David, the first two kings. J 

kings which followed them were a mixture of go 

He allows men to have the rule over nati Ns, In ind bad, the bad predon I iting Our first Scr 

this. however. He s absolutely sove reign. He does ture is concerned w th oO! of the yvreatest of the 

His will in the armies of heaven and among the kings, Solomon. 

inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay His 


ited the temple. Afte: 


connection with this dedi 


him and gave him a co! 
ry solemn warning. If 
is David thy father d 
the throne of thy king 


. This is followed by the 


from following me 
out of the land which | 


1 


ild seem that as wise 


ive heeded this warning 
he did not, and God ha 
The his 
a lesson for a 
nation which 
Even His chosen peop! 
; of their folly and thei 
ne down too, dDecause the 
it torget God shall b 
: they shall die. 


He would do 
should be 


tor our 


of Nations 


“woe 
to Egypt for help; an 
and look no 


in chariots, 
1. Israel did this ver 


ie God and trusting Hin 


the surrounding nations 
Egypt. Whi 


country, the very place 


toward 


bondage and their live 
is one of the strange pel 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














sities of human nature that nations that know 
(,od—Christian nations—will put their trust in, 
1 make alliances with, heathen nations rather than 
ist God and rely upon Him. Even some of theit 


id kings did this 


America should take warning! We have gotten 
be a “World Power,” 
irld, but we are continually making the same sad 
stakes which Israel made. In the first World Wat 


th heathen Japan, which be 


the leading nation of the 


allied ourselves wi 
ved us later at Pearl Harbor at the beginning of 
World War II. In this second War we made Rus 
. our ally and provided her with all kinds of war 
iterials, and now we suffer from the fear that 
1e will attack us. Why can we not learn the les 
m that Jehoshaphat learned to his sorrow? And 
Jehu said to king Jehoshaphat, “Shouldest thou 
elp the ungodly, and love them that hate the 
Lord?” It never pays to be in partnership with un- 
odly nations. We seem never to be able to learn 
this very plain lesson so often illustrated in the his 
tory of God’s people. This thing of “going down 
Egypt,” forming all sorts of alliances with na 
tions that have no regard for God, will never 
strengthen us. Neither does it pay to trust in “horses 
nd chariots’”—airplanes and tanks—of our day, 
nd A-Bombs 


America is for her people, from the heads of out 


Che only thing which will save 


government to the humblest citizen, to seek the 
from sin. Our “Allies” of to 
tomorrow. Our only 


Lord and turn aw 
day may be our 
hope is in the Lord. He can save us; He can destroy 


those that seek to harm us, 


enemies” 


The second verse is in the nature of a promise 
It looks forward to the coming of the Messiah. He 
shall not fail or be discouraged till He has set 
judgment in the earth; and the isles shall wait for 
His law. The time is coming when 


Jesus shall reign wher’er the sun 

Does his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shorg to shore, 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
lll. We Must Obey God Rather than men 
Acts 5:17-29. 

here come times when obedience to God means 

disobedience to earthly rulers. Such a time came to 
Shadrach, Meshack, and Abed-nego when they were 
commanded to worship the image which Nebuchad 
nezzar had set up, and they were cast into the fiery 
furnace because they refused to obey the king’s com 
mand. Such a time came to Daniel when the decree 
was issued that no one should pray to anyone ex 
cept the king for thirty days, and he was cast into 
the den of lions because he continued to pray to 
God. 


Such a time came to the early Christians, when 


Paul and John continued to preach Christ cruci 


fied and risen from the dead. When they were 


brought before the council after they had been re 
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leased from prison by the angel of the Lord, the 
high priest asked them, Did not we straitly com- 
mand you that ye should not teach in this name? 
Then Peter and the others answered, We ought to 
obey God rather than men 


In our day, and in this country, we are not faced 
with this problem, but others are facing it in Red 
China, in Russia, and many places. Wherever there 
s a conflict between what our Supreme Ruler com- 


mands, and what some earthly ruler commands, our 
duty is to obey the Higher Power, even though it 
may mean persecution or death. 


Il’. Obedience to Earthly Rulers: 


Romans 13:1-10; I Peter 2:13-17. 


Usually there is no conflict, and our duty is to 
obey the higher powers, earthly powers, which con- 
stitute our government. 


Paul gives two reasons for this: 


|) Because these powers that be are ordained 
of God. No man rules, in any capacity, here on earth 
without the permission of God; He has placed them 
there, or allows them to rule. We are not to ques- 
tion His wisdom, or rebel against “His anointed.” 
One of the best illustrations of this is to be found 
in the attitude of David toward Saul, who hated 
him and tried again and again to kill him. When he 
had the opportunity of taking revenge and slaying 
Saul, he refused, for Saul with all his sins, was 
God's anointed ruler. David left to God the disposal 
of Saul. Paul was in a somewhat similar position. 
| suppose he often wondered why God allowed 
men like Nero to sit on the throne while he, the 
apostle, was languishing in a dungeon, but I am 
sure that if Paul had ever had the opportunity of 
slaying the emperor, he would never have done so. 


) 


2) Because rulers are on the whole, a terror, 
not to good works, but to evil. Even wicked rulers 
will respect good men and good deeds. They soon 
learn that Christians make the best of citizens. Men 
like Daniel are respected and honored by evil mon- 
irchs. Paul teaches us to be subject to those in 
authority, to obey them, to support the government 
under which we live and let God take care of the 
changing, when He sees fit 


We have many men today in our country who 
ire “subversives,”” SEEKING TO OVERTHROW our gov- 
ernment, either by their teaching, or by force. One 
of our greatest problems is knowing how to deal 
with such traitors. Needless to say, NONE OF THESI 
\RE CHRISTIANS. 


Love is the fulfilling of the Law. When we are 
good citizens we will work no ill to our neighbor. 
Peter in his epistle is teaching us the same thing 
as Paul. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 


PAGE 13 















































































YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 6 


B. HOYT EVANS 





He Stooped To Serve 


DEVOTIONAL: 

Hymn: “All The Way My Saviour Leads Me”’ 
Prayer 

Hymn: “Beneath The Cross Of Jesus’ 
Offering 

Scripture: Philippians 2:1-11 

Hymn: “He Leadeth Me! O Blessed Thought”’ 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

Our program for tonight is on the general sub- 
ject of humility. As you would surely expect, we 
shall look to Christ as our perfect example of hu- 
mility. We could define humility negatively by 
looking into certain aspects of our own lives and the 
lives of other people. In other words, we can see 
in ourselves, and especially in others, what humil- 
ity is not. There are values to the negative approach 
(defining something by determining what it is not), 
but the best way to approach almost any subject is 
from the positive side. The best positive approach 
to the subject of humility is to take a careful look 
at Jesus Christ because He is humility personified. 
Our speakers will be pointing you to Christ as the 
perfection of humility. 


You can hear and read much about what is 
wrong with society. Much of what is written and 
said is true. It is very likely that many of the things 
that are wrong could at least be helped by the ap- 
plication of a bit of real Christian humility. Our 
speakers will touch on two very ordinary and prac- 
tical problems of human relationships and will show 
how the right sort of humility can work to solve 
these problems in our own lives. 


First Speaker: 

The leader has said that we shall look at humility 
from the positive side, and we shall, but first | want 
to remind you of what the absence of humility is 
like. Absence of humility is what makes people in- 
sufferably proud and vain. Whenever we find our- 
selves or others trying to make everything center 
around ourselves, then we are in need of Christian 
humility. The lack of humility can make people do 
serious harm to others, if it serves to advance their 
own cause or their own interests. To put it mildly, 
the absence of humility makes for undesirable char- 
acter. 


Now, as has already been suggested, let us look 
at the Lord with respect to this virtue. The Bible 
tells us that Jesus “humbled Himself.’’ How did 
that humility express itself in His Life? In the first 
place, Jesus’ humility forbade His using His mighty 
power for His own glory. On every occasion when 
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there was a temptation to exalt Himself by a di 
play of His power or His wisdom, His humilit 
dictated that He refuse. His humility made Hit 
not to be concerned with what people said an 
thought about Him. When His enemies falsely ac 
cused Him, He was not troubled. When fals: 
friends sought to make Him king, He was not puf 
ted up. His humility made Him willing to serv 
rather than to be served. As He said, “For ever 
the son of man came not to be ministered unto, bu 
to minister.” This willingness to serve was illus 
trated in His washing of the disciples’ feet. Hi 
humility made Him anxious to associate with thos¢ 
who are accounted lowly among men. But supreme 
ly the humility of Christ is shown in His obedience 
He became obedient to laws He had made. He gave 
up the rights of being God and became a man. Hi 
put Himself under the law of sin and died for it 
If you want to learn about humility, look at Christ 
No other humility can measure up to His. 


Christ’s humility is due to a deeply underlying 
motive. Why was He willing to leave the glory of 
the Godhead and become a mere man? We find the 
answer in His own words, ““My meat is to do the 
will of Him that sent me.’’ He came to do His 
Father's will, and the Father’s will was that He be 
humbled. Christ took this attitude because He loved 
the Father, and the Father required this of His Son 
because He loved the world. The real reason for 
the humility of Christ is love, the love of the Son 
for the Father and the love of both Father and 
Son for the world. 


Whenever we try to show ourselves humble just 
for the sake of having humility, it does not work 
very well. Pretended humility is worse than none 
at all. Real humility comes when we love someone 
so much that we are willing to put ourselves and 


our interests aside for the sake of the one we love. 
| 
>| 


The Bible says, “Love seeketh not her own.” An- 
other translation puts it this way, “Love does not 
insist on its own way.” If you want to be humble 
as Christ was humble, then learn to love as He 
loves. 


Second Spe aker: 

Some people seem to think that humility means 
that you ought always to discount your own ability 
to do anything well. Just as there are some folks 
who think it is impossible for them to do anything 
wrong, there are others who sincerely believe that 
they never do anything right. A very able college 
student became a problem to his friends because he 
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st all confidence in himself. He had to ask some- 
ne to make every decision for him even as to 
vhether he should buy a pair of socks and what 
ind of socks. Needless to say he was miserable to 
e so dependent, and his friends did not want the 
esponsibility of always making up his mind. Surely 
lis attitude of helpless dependence is not what 
ou mean by humility 


It certainly is not. No one can honestly say that 
Christ was lacking in what we refer to as “back 
yvone.” When people recognized His abilities and 
His divine nature He did not deny it or make light 
if it. He graciously accepted it for the truth that it 
was. The Lord was humble to the fullest degree, 
but He was also honest. There is nothing boastful 
ibout admitting the truth. We ought to be humble 
is an expression of our love, but we ought also to 
be honest. If you can do something well, humility 
does not require that you deny it. How then can we 
icknowledge our own abilities and accomplishments 
without seeming boastful? If there is no unwhole 
some pride in our hearts, how can we keep from 
giving the impression that we are puffed up? This 
can be a real problem for young people to whom the 


1 


Lord has given many abilities. 


there is 
the answer to this problem. Humility does not re- 


“To whom the Lord has given 


quire us to deny our abilities, but it does require 


that we have received them from 


us to acknowledge 
God. Thus, to recognize the power of God in us, in 
stead of becoming an occasion to brag, becomes an 
opportunity to witness to the goodness and the 
power of God. This is what Paul meant when he 
wrote, “For it is God which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure.” And Paul 
was not bragging but glorifying God when he said, 
‘Il can do all things through Christ which strength 
eneth me.” Our honesty about what we can do 
becomes an expression of our faith in God and in 
what He can do through us. 


Praver by Program Leader: (Thank God that 
He does work through the lives of those who are 
committed to Him. and ask Him to fill the lives 


of the young people with His love and to make them 
willing to acknowledge His gifts to them as a means 


ot witnessing 
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THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING 
TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM } 
By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 
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Church News 


Rev. Joseph Alexander VcMurray, D.D. 








\t Memorial Hospital, Winchester, Va., Sep- 
tember 1, 1953, passed to a good, well earned re- 
ward; a man of strong, but simple faith and rare 
usefulness, enfeebled about three years in ear and 
eve and body, but with undiminished mental vigor 
and zeal for Christ and His Church, aged 87 years 
young in terms of eternal time. 


Joseph Alexander McMurray, son of Rev. Fran- 
cis McMurray and Martha Ann Boyd, was born 
at Union Springs, Ala., August 2, 1866, graduated 
at Davidson College, M.A. 1886, studied at McCor- 
mick ‘Theological Seminary and Union Theological 
Seminary in Va. graduated 1891; D.D. Washington 
and Lee University in 1915 


Licensed by North Alabama Presbytery in 1890 

April 19 and October 5) he was home missionary 
at Jasper, Ala., while yet at the Seminary; pastor 
West End Church (now Westminster), Lynchburg, 
Va. 91-11, Woodstock, Va., 11-20, Falling Waters 
Group, Hedgesville, W. Va. 20-40; pastor emeri- 
tus, sometime chairman of Home Missions, and 
Presbyterial Treasurer of Benevolences, 40-52, with 
residence at Winchester, 1940-1953. 


Under and as a result 


of his ministrations were 
organized Quaker Memorial Church in Lynchburg 
ind Hedgesville and Bethany churches in the Pres- 
bytery of Winchester. He was stated clerk and treas- 
urer in Montgomery Presbytery, 96-11, in Win- 
chester Presbytery, 13-49, and in the Synod of Vir- 
vinia, 20-+7, well versed in ecclesiastical law and 
procedure, meticulous in his carefulness, gracious 
in the conduct of his offices, tolerant and patient 
with brethren less careful and meticulous. 


Of such a man it is almost futile to write words 


of commendation. The Head of the Church has 
ilready approved the services of His minister and 
said: “Well done, good and faithful servant.” We 
who knew him loved him, profited by his wisdom, 
thanked God tor his zeal and diligence. 


Robert B. Woodworth, 
Chairman, Records Division, 
Winchester Presbytery. 


William E. Davis 


William E. Davis, a pioneer in the development 
of the Hazard coal field and a veteran of more than 
53 years in the industry, passed away November 2, 
in Lexington, Ky., at the age of 76. Mr. Davis still 
took an active interest in business at the time he was 
stricken. His survivors include four sons: Bruce L., 
and Finley H. Davis, both of Lexington, Ky.; E. J. 
Davis, Hazard; Dr. H. J. Davis, Owensboro, Ky. ; 
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and a daughter, Mrs. O. W. Rash, Owensboro, 
Ky. Funeral services were held November 4, at the 
M. W. Milward Mortuary, with burial in the Lex- 


ington Cemetery. 


Born in Knoxville, Tenn., Mr. Davis was edu 
cated in the schools of that city and was graduated 
with an A. B. degree from Washington and Lee 
University. After teaching mathematics for a year 
at the New Mexico Military Institute, he was 
called back to Tennessee in 1900, and soon was in 
charge of the East Tennessee Coal Company’s oper- 
ation at Jellico, continuing as mine manager until 
the Jellico seam was exhausted about 1912. 


For three years, beginning in 1912, Mr. Davis 
made trips by muleback across the mountains of 
Southeastern Kentucky, to prospect for coal in Perry 
County and when the Hazard coal field was opened 
in 1915, he moved his mining activities from Jellico 
to Perry County. At the time of his death he was 
President of the Old King Mining Company and 
Kentucky Sun Coal Company, and Vice-President 
of the Midland Mining Company. 


He was an elder in the Presbyterian Church for 
more than 46 years. 


Dr. C. L. Crane 


Funeral services were held Friday, in Ginter 
Park Presbyterian Church, Richmond, for Dr. 
Charles LaCoste Crane, internationally known for- 
eign missionary of our denomination who died in 


Richmond, November 11. 


The 69-year-old minister was born in Decatur, 
Ga., son of Ben S. Crane, the first chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of Agnes Scott College and one 
of its founders. His mother was the former Har- 
riette Warner Farr. 


For nearly 30 years Dr. Crane was head of the 
Morrison Bible School in the Belgian Congo, Af- 
rica, during which time he was recipient of the 
Chevalier de l’Ordre Royal du Lion, highest award 
a civilian can receive from the Belgian government, 
and the Chevalier de l’Ordre de la Couronne. 


The missionary-linguist was the author of numer- 
ous books in English and Buluba, African tongue 
of Central Belgian Congo. Among his writings is 
“In the Heart of Africa” (English) ; textbooks for 
natives and a two-volume commentary on the New 
Testament (all in Buluba); commentary on the 
Old Testament, Joshua-Esther (in Buluba). At the 
time of his death, Dr. Crane was completing a revi- 
sion of the Bible in the Buluba language. 


Academic training of Dr. Crane includes three 
and one-half years at Georgia Tech; a BD degree 
from Davidson College, from where he also re- 
ceived a DD degree; BD degree from Union Sem- 
inary in Richmond and post graduate work at 
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Princeton Theological Seminary. He was ordainec 
by Atlanta Presbytery, 1911 and went to the Cong 
the following year where he became principal of the 
Morrison Bible School, heading that institutior 
from 1914 to 1941, During these years Dr. Crane 
is said to have trained more preachers than any 
other Presbyterian. 


From 1941 until 1945, Dr. Crane was Dean of 
Theology at Stillman Institute, Tuscaloosa, Ala 
He returned to the mission field briefly in 1945, 
and again from 1947 until 1951. He was acting 
secretary of the Africa Committee Foreign Mis 
sions Conference, New York City in 1946. 


Dr. Crane was married in 1911 to Louise Dixon, 
Hickory, N. C., who died in 1945, Several vears 
later he married the former Mary Louise Woodson 
of Charlotte, N. C., who survives him, along with 
tour sons and one daughter: Charles L. Crane, Jr., 
formerly a professor of English at Georgia Tech 
and presently a professor at the U. S. Naval Acad- 
emy, Annapolis, Md.; the Rev. Sidney Crane, pas 
tor of Severna Park Presbyterian Church. Balti 
more, Md.; the Rev. William Henry Crane. mis- 


sionary to Lulubourg, Belgian Congo: David A. 
Crane, architect in New York, now associated with 
the Breuer architectural concern in the construc 


tion of the UNESCO Building in Paris: Miss 
Louise Crane, New York City, who is a soloist for 
St. Bartholomew Episcopal Cathedral in Bronx 
ville. N. Y. and Madison Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, New York City 


Other survivors include three sisters, Mrs. Frank 
Clark, Greenwich, Conn.: Mrs. Horace P. Reeves. 
Sr., Macon, Ga.; Miss Belle C. Des Champs, San 
Jose, Calif.; and three brothers, J. Echard Crane, 
and J. Sidney Crane, both of New York City: and 
W. B. Crane, Port Orange, Fla. 


4 Three-Day Celebration 


‘THOMASVILLE, Ga. A three day celebration, 
climaxing in a Communion Service of dedication, 
marked the one hundredth 
ing of the First Presbyteri 


ville. 


nniversary of the found- 
Church of Thomas- 


October 23, 24 and 25 were days in which the 
church took note of its heritage, honored its former 
leaders, and dedicated itself to a second century of 
service to Christ. The centennial celebration in- 
cluded a reception tor tormer pastors, a pageant 
depicting events in the church’s history, and com- 
memorative services. 


The reception, given by the Women of the 
Church on Friday, October 23, honored four former 
pastors and the wife of a fifth who is now deceased. 
Dr. Robert Stuart Sanders, now retired and living 
in Lexington, Va., as the oldest living pastor cut 
the 100-candle birthday cake. He served as pastor 
from 1914 until 1920. 
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Other former pastors present were Dr. J. Me- 
lowell Richards, president of Columbia Theologi- 
| Seminary, Decatur, Ga., who was pastor from 
31 until 1932; Dr. and Mrs. Marshall Scott 
Woodson of Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, 

N. C., who served the church twice, 1926-30, and 
945-50; and Dr. and Mrs. R. T. Gillespie of Co- 
imbia Seminary, who served from 1937 until 1945. 
\lso honored at the reception was Mrs. E. D. Me- 
Jougall, whose husband served as pastor from 1896 

intil 1903. Dr. McDougall died in 1935. 


Saturday, October 24, the celebration took the 
form of a pageant, under the direction of Mrs. Louie 
l. Porter and Mrs. Boone Leach. Sixteen tableaux 
presented the life and work of the First Church 
luring its first century. The presentation had a cast 
f 100, authentic costumes, and was presented with 


vreat eftect. 


Rev. J. Davison Philips, serving the church since 


1950. is the present pastor 


Foreign Missions News 


Appropriations by the Board ot World Missions 
for the year 1954 to eight inter-denominational 
groups with which the Board works have been in 
creased over those for the year 1953. These groups 
ire part of more than twenty such organizations in 
which the Board participates through personnel as 
well as money 


In an effort to meet the variety of needs in Korea. 
the Board of World Missions has appropriated 
money for the distribution of free literature to the 
ROK Armed Forces. This work will be carried out 
through the Far Eastern Joint Office in New York 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secretary of the 
Board, will spend December and January in Brazil 
He will visit all of the mission work of our Church 
and will then attend the Inter-Presbyterian Confer 
ence January 27-February 3. Mrs. Fulton will ac- 
company him. Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, Field Secre 
tary of the Board, will spend January in Brazil 
visiting some of the work and attending the same 
Conterence, He, too, will be accompanied by his 
wife. 

Dr. Fulton spent the week of November 2-8 at 
Hacienda Picalqui, our mission station in Ecuador. 
Rev. Paul B. Freeland, Secretary of Overseas Re 
lief and Inter-Church Aid, spent the months of 
September and October in Europe studying at first 
hand the relief needs and the work being done by 
the Churches to meet these needs. He also attended 
the Consultation on Inter-Church Aid and Service 
to Refugees at Geneva, Switzerland. 


The Board of World Missions has accepted with 
regret the resignation of Miss Pauline Heflin from 
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the East Brazil Mission. At the same time the Board 
also accepted the resignations of Mr. and Mrs. 
Richard R. Hoverson from the Mexico Mission. 


Dr. and Mrs. William W. Beckner, Jr., of the 
Congo Mission have returned to this country on 
an emergency health furlough. Dr. Beckner is in 
the hospital in Richmond, Virginia and his family 
is temporarily at Mission Court in that city. 


Mrs. Edson Johnson oft our Mexico Mission suf- 
fered an attack of polio in the late summer. Word 
from Mexico indicates a continuing recovery. 


Mir. and Mrs. William Brandt of our Brazil 
Mission announce the birth of a daughter, Grace 
Evelyn, in Campinas on September 8. 


\ son, Thomas Petrie, was born to Mr. and 
MIrs. H. Petrie Mitchell of our Korea Mission on 


September 28. 


Rev. and Mrs, Jon K. Crow of our North Brazil 
Mission announce the birth of a daughter, Janet 
\larie. in Recite on October 8. 


Several spring additions to missionary families 
which were not reported earlier include Winifred 
Wayton Vass who arrived April 24 at Leubo, Bel- 
vlan Congo the daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Lachlan 
C. Vass; Gregory Marshall Crim born May 5 in 
Japan son of Rev. and Mrs. Keith Crim of our 
Korea Mission; Susan Elizabeth Reinhold born 
May 6 in the Belgian Congo daughter of Rev. and 
\I rs. Robert Reinhold 


Church Extension News 


ATLANTA, Ga., Nov. 12—(PN)—At the recom- 
mendation of the Division of Evangelism, the 
Board of Church Extension today acted to ask all 
churches in the Assembly to undertake a special 
Christmas and New Year emphasis on evangelism, 
striving to match the natural spiritually-centered 
atmosphere of the season with appropriate Chris- 
tian action. 

his move by the Board was one of a number 
taken during its quarterly meeting, held in the 
educational building of North Avenue Presby- 
terian Church here. 


Dr. Wm. H. McCorkle, secretary of the Divi- 
sion of Evangelism, will be in charge of launching 
this special campaign for 1954. 


The Board also acknowledged, with gratitude, 
the Women of the Church’s action naming the ad- 
ministrative wing of the Protestant Radio Center 
here in honor of Dr. John Alexander, secretary of 
the Division of Radio and Television and president 
of the Center. The Women of the Church have ear- 
marked one-third of the Birthday Offering of 1954 
for the use of this Division, and $30,000 of the 
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offering will be applied toward the cost of the 
Protestant Radio Center, now being built cooper 
atively by five denominations (Presbyterians U.S. 
and U.S.A., Methodists, Episcopalians and Luth 
erans). 


A report on the Negro Work Campaign was 
presented by the director of the campaign, the Rev. 
Richard Potter. Actual collections in the $2,000,- 
QO0 drive, which was over-subscribed, have reached 
$646,717, with the period for the campaign just 
closing. The Division of Negro Work was author- 
ized by the Board to call an assistant to Dr. Alex 
Batchelor, secretary of the division. 


W inchester Presbytery 


The Rey. Robert C. Bradford, pastor ot the 
Kernstown group of Presbyterian Churches. was 
named moderator of the Winchester Presbytery at 
the fall meeting of that group held Tuesday at Elk 
Branch Church in Jefferson County, W. Va. 


Some 36 elders, 25 ministers, 15 deacons and 
several visitors were registered at the meeting at 
which Mr. Bradford was named to succeed the Rev. 
R. M. Campbell of Piedmont, retiring moderator, 


who vave the sermon, 


The group adopted a budget of $101,814 for 


benevolences and each church is being asked to in 
crease its giving 25 per cent in 1954. The Presby 
tery accepted as assessments tor 1954 including pro 
rata contributions to the offices of the Assembly, 
Synod and Presbytery, +5 cents per member. It had 
been 25 cents. 


Other business included the recommendation of 
a stewardship conference next year; that a report 
of Dr. R. B. Woodworth on suggestions for revi 
sion of the Plan of Union be channelled through 
the Presbytery for the information of the Assem 
bly’s committee. 


Women’s Work 


Under The Study Lamp 





The Peace That Pays Dividends 


“Godliness with contentment is great gain.’ 
I Tim. 6:6. 


The most sought itter possessior withir the en 


tire range of n n’s desire is contentment Like the 


elusive will-o-the-wisp it has been chased through 


out the ages, and the franti search has left a t1 il 


of tragic failures 


Why the fruitlessness ot the search ? For the rea 


son that it cannot be acquired by the method gen 
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erally used—that of misdirected human ambition 
For example, the idea has always prevailed that con 
tentment can be secured by the acquisition of wealth 
or by mere mental prowess by organized militar 
or political power or by some other scheme withi 
the compass of man’s limited reason. The fallacy ot 
be illustrated by the old story of th 
heathen king who was sufferis 


the idea can 


g¢ from a distressing 


malady (probably stomach ulcers) and was advised 
er Adis ‘ 

ild be cured if the shirt 

of a contented man were brou 


VI embet 5 ¢ 


| ’ . 
to all parts of the kingdom to find such a person 


by his astrologist that he w 
ght for him to weat 


f the roval staff were therefore sent out 


After a long search a man was found who seemed 
could not relieve the 
king’s difficulty. pecause he had no shirt! 


to be really happy, but wl 


We smile at the recital of that improbable inci 
dent, but underneath it lies the truth that, apart 
from the Christian religion, complete satisfactior 
of the soul cannot be found. Neither the wealth of 
Croesus, nor the autoc1 umbition of a Bourbor 
king, nor the learning of Plato can capture the 


summum bonum of all human desire, commonly 


} nown as contentment. 


Here is the only satisfyi answer to the ques 
tion that has beset the race since the days of Cain 
the son of Adam: “Godliness with contentment is 
great gain.’ That sentence can be interpretatively 
“Contentment that is 
the product of faith in God is great gain; for we 


translated into these words: 


brought nothing into the world, nor can we carry 
anything out of it: and if we have food and cloth 
ing, with these we will e satished.”’ That takes us 


} 


back to the Sermon on the Mount in which we find 


the constructive advice: ‘Seek ve first the kingdon 
of God and His righteousness; and all these things 


shall be added unto you. 


In the opinion of the wiseacres among our stu 


lents, the author of the lett 


from which the quot 


ed recipe tor contentment S tal en was a failure, 
for the reason that he had surrendered every entic 
ing opportunity for worldly advancement in ordet 
to join the followers of One whose philosophy was 
not of this world. But the question arises as to 
whether or not he was satisfied with the position 
he had taken. Suppose we let him answer the ques 
tion. After life-long persecution for his faith, in his 
‘l have learned that 


herewith to be content 


penniless old age he dec! 
n whatsoever state | 
| have all, ind iDOUI d tor cvodliness with 


contentment 1s great gall 


William Crowe, Sr. 


Cherokee Indians Teach Us 


Some time ago there was the f llowing item in 
the news: “Cherokee Indians in North Carolina 
have asked visitors to sta w from their reserva 


tions on Sundays. Here’s what they said. in an of- 
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al statement, ‘We earnestly and prayerfully re- 
est all Christians to join us in prayer and effort 
withstand the throng of tourists and pleasure 
kers on the Lord’s Day that come to our reserva- 
n.... if there is not a change at an early date, 
spiritual life of our Indian people will be great- 
retarded’. It should make us as a nation blush 
shame to receive this rebuke from those to whom 
their paganism our American forebears brought 

Gospel. We first taught them the divine prior 
, and now they must teach it to us!” 


From The Woman’s National 
Sabbath Alliance Bulletin. 
FROM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 
Why Do I Go To Church? 


Because | feel that it is my duty to go? 
Because my presence will be noticed by my friends’ 


Jecause the ministers and otticers expect me to at 
tend the services of worship? 


Because I have no other engagements scheduled for 
this hour ? 


Because it’s a habit I’ve followed from childhood ? 


Because my conscience will not accuse me when | 
invite others to come to church this week ? 


Or am I here because Christ bids me come to His 
house of worship, and my heart tells me that | 
need what He has promised to give? 


Sidney A. Gates. 


BOOKS 


“Chrisianity And 


Existentialism” 


By J. M. Spier. Presbyterian & Reformed Pub- 
lishing Company, 525 Locust Street, Philadelphia, 
Pa. Price $3.00. 


All students of present-day philosophy must be 
iware of the fact that existentialism is characterized 
wy obscurity. If any of the exponents of this move- 
ment have written with clarity we have failed to 
find such. The author of this volume has succeeded 
n a remarkable way in giving a concise statement 
n criticism of existentialism in order that one may 
become thoroughly familiar with this system of 
thought. 


We are informed by the translator in his Intro 
luction to this volume that Spier is a member of 
the new school of Christian philosophy which has 
vecome associated primarily with its founder, Her- 
nann Dooweweerd. This new school has developed 
i philosophy that is essentially Christian in nature 


NOVEMBER 25 





1953 








and not dependent upon a synthesis of Christian 
dogma and non-Christian philosophy. The central 
thesis of this philosophy is that theoretical thought 
is based upon super-theoretical ideas. The strictest 
scientific thinking rests upon non-scientific founda- 
tions so that pure and unprejudiced reasoning does 
not exist. The author holds that Christian philos- 
ophy must recognize the fact that man should in- 
terpret himself in the light of the Bible. Because of 
this fact, Christian philosophy readily recognizes 
the doctrine of Creation, the Fall, and Redemption 
in Christ as its basic religious presuppositions. The 
Christian philosopher accepts the revelation of the 
Bible but this revelation does not solve any philo- 
sophical problem simply because revelation trans- 
cends philosophical thought. 


Existentialism has become very popular in our 
day. The author believes that its growing influence 
is due to the fact that it is a philosophy of crisis. 
It attracts the contemporary man by fortifying and 
appealing to his attitude toward life which is often 
characterized by doubt, despair, futility and nihil- 
ism. Existentialism, he says, at least in the case of 
its leading exponents, is a philosophy of the mean- 
inglessness of life of the nihility and mortality of 
human existence which is devoid of any prospect or 
future. He points out that the catastrophes of the 
twentieth century have caused the masses to lose 
faith in former values and ideals. For this reason, 
the tenets of existentialism find a point of contact 
and a ready audience. Because of this fact “this 
philosophy acquires for many the aureole of re- 
ligion, a religion without God, a religion in apos- 
tasy. 


Since Christianity encounters this growing philos- 
ophy in contemporary life, how should it react? 
Chis is a question the author seeks to answer. He 
tells us that Christianity is not a living Christian- 
ity if it merely avoids its opponents and closes its 
eyes to a spiritual movement which biased doctrine 
holds many captive and causes them to enter into 
a dawnless night. He writes, “The desperate man 
of the twentieth century feels that he must accept 
with grim determination an existence which is with- 
out any future. Christianity has a message for our 
era and a task to perform. This message is the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ. And Christ speaks to modern 
man when He says, ‘I am the light of the world.’ 
This good news must be proclaimed in every sphere 
of life. It must be presented in all of its aspects to 
a generation which is frustrated in all of its de- 
sires. 


Since existentialism pretends that it has found an 
answer to the problems of modern man, the intelli- 
gent Christian must examine this answer and seek 
to understand it in the light of the spirit and prob- 
lems of our time. The needs of our day are our 
needs. The author insists, “We must measure it by 
the Word of God and reject as foolishness that 
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which is not in harmony with God’s Word as it 
cannot give light to our times but only adds to the 
darkness. . . . As Christians our task is twofold, In 
the first place, we must acquire a thorough knowl- 
edge of what existentialism is. We must carefully 
study the systems of its foremost representatives in 
order to understand the spirit of our time. Under- 
standing existentialism we shall be in a position to 
criticize it from a Biblical position; however, we 
shall see that our critique would be inadequate if 
we are merely negative and do not recognize the 
moments of truth which are present in this philos 
ophy.”’ 


Although existentialism is thought by some to 
be a new philosophy, Dr. Spier points out that no 
philosophical system is entirely new. Being his 
torically determined, it is always related to the 
philosophical past positively and negatively. Ex 
istentialism is no exception. It is rooted in the past 
history of philosophy. He observes that some of its 
thoughts are to be found in the Stoics and in Plo- 
tinus but that its main roots are to be found in 
modern Humanism. We are reminded that Human- 
ism is committed to a philosophical faith in the 
autonomous freedom of human personality and no 
matter how the various representatives of existent 
ialism may differ among themselves they all agree 
that man is absolutely autonomous. Nature can be 
dominated rationally but man is. completely free. 
On this point the author quotes S. U. Zuidema to 
this effect, “The rationalistic conceptions of hu 
manism trusted solely in the exclusive redemptive 
power of reasoning. All existentialists are passionate 
in the opposition to this doctrine but they are equally 
vehement in their own confession of the autonomy 
of human freedom.” 


The first part of this volume sets forth the main 
teachings of the philosophy of existentialism. It 
analyzes the principal positions of Kierkegaard, 
Nietzsche, Jaspers, Martin Heidegger Marcel, La- 
velle and Sartre. An analysis is also given of the 
theistic existentialism of Loen 


Existentialism in the light of Christianity is dis 
cussed in Part Two. Its character and distinguish 
ing characteristics are set forth. A luminous portion 
is devoted to ““The moments of truth in existential 
ism.” The concluding chapter deals with the rea 
sons for the Christian’s rejection of the existential 
ist philosophy. 


In his closing paragraph, the author asks, “They 
have rejected the Word of the Lord; what wisdon 
is left unto them?” Then he proceeds, “Philosophy 
is in need of a pre-theoretical religious commitment. 
If it rejects the Word of God and seeks its starting 
point in human sovereignty, it lacks the light which 
enables it to find any meaning in life. ‘Only in thy 


light can we see the light’.” 


No Christian who hopes to keep up with con 
temporary philosophical and theological thought 
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can afford to do without this volume. It is the cle: 


est exposition or existent alism in existence, 
should be read by all who want to learn mo 
a | Tare 

ibou is popular philosophy 


John R. Richardson. 


“Hastening The Day Of God” 


Edited by John W. Bradbury. Van Kamps 


Press, Wheaton, Illinois. Price $3.00. 


No book on prophetic truth published within tl 
last decade contains as complete a discussion of tl 
subject or as varied in authorship as this one. Thirty 
given at the International Congres 
on prophecy in New York, November 9-16, 195 
are found within the covers of this volume. 


SIx messages, 


Che underlying tl 


hought in this series of messagi 
is that the world is mo irresistably on to tl 
consummation of all things and that the coming ot 
Christ for His Church is imminent when the true 
body of believers, living and dead, will be caught 
follow the unprecedente 
time of trouble on ¢ which oul Lord calle 
“Great Tribulation.” these events the Lor 
will return with His church to judge the work 
and establish His righteous kingdom on earth fo 


a thousand years as prophesied in the Scriptures. 


up to heaven. Then will 
} 





“At Work For A 
Christian W orld” 


By Axchie Bolitho. Warner Press, Anderson, Ind 


Price $ .75 paper, $1.50 cloth 


This is a study book on missions, It is writter 


a 
with a twofold purpose. First, to awaken in an ir 
dividual Christian in the local congregation a sense 
of his own responsibility for doing something about 


the urgent and tragic need 


oft our world. Second 
to place in the hands of ministers, Sunday Schoo 


teachers. youth directors, le ders of missionary so 
cieties, and all those responsible for missionary edu 


cation in the local church, a guidebook for training 


Classes and discussion vroups 


Che author, who has wide experience on the 
uission field, and conducted training courses at 
home, has given us an excellent leadership text. It 
is a useful volume and will serve as an effective in 
strument for bringing the church to a full sense of 


its worldwide responsibility 


“Wedding Etiquette” 


By Jabez Taylor, Zondervan Publishing House 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $ .50. 
This little volume is 


tive brides and grooms and 


written for use of prospec 
to assure all who have 
the responsibility for weddings the importance of 
fully measuring up to the exact requirements of 
modern etiquette. 
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ountry Parson” 


By George W. Morrison. The Ryerson Press, 
ronto, 1953, 140 pp. $2.50. 


George Morrison lived this book.” 


Strictly a grass roots volume, this is among the 
inest of books on the work of the town and country 
-acher. He served two small rural congregations 
in Ontario for thirteen years. His life was cut 
short, at forty-one, while his book on the Rural 
Church was still in the preliminary planning stage. 
For six years his weekly articles on rural life had 
appeared in his local newspaper. After his death, 
the editor, William Cranston, prepared this volume, 
which is really from the pen of George Morrison. 


"2 & 


» 


Instead of chapters, the book is in three parts, 
and contains forty-six brief articles, covering al- 
most every imaginable area of town and country 
church life and work. Each brief article provides a 
gem of thought and a framework which the minis- 
ter may use, to be clothed upon with the imagina- 
tive experiences of the pastor as he loves his people 
and lives with them and serves them through the 
years. The second essay, of six pages, on “Whereof 
| Was Made a Minister” discusses in a very attrac- 
tive way the kinds of preparation which the rural 
minister needs—preparation which cannot be in- 
cluded in a college or seminary curriculum. This 
essay alone is worth an investment in the book. 


-James M. Carr, Secretary, 


Town and Country 
Church Department. 


“The Bearing Of Recent Discovery 
On The Trustworthiness Of 
The New Testament” 
By Sir William Ramsay. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich. Price $4.50. 





This book embodies the James Sprunt lectures de- 
livered by Sir William Ramsay at the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary in Virginia. His thesis is that mod- 
ern discoveries consistently tend to establish the 
trustworthiness of the New Testament rather than 
to discredit it. As such, it is in demand for textbook 
use in Bible schools and colleges and seminaries. Its 
authorship commends it. Its title is indicative of its 
value. The method is to show through the exam- 
ination word by word and phrase by phrase of a 
few passages which have been exposed to hostile 
criticism that the New Testament is unique in the 
compactness, the lucidity, the pregnancy and the 
vivid truthfulness of its expression. This volume 
represents one of the finest in the Sprunt lecture 
series. 





“T hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $__. ie 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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“The Image Of God In Man” 


By David S. Cairns, Philosophical Library. Price 
$4.50. 


The material used in this book was first given 
in the Kerr lectures delivered at Trinity College, 
Glasgow. The author deals with the most important 
writers on the subject of the image of God in man, 
indicating their special contributions and some of 
the difficulties encountered and the mistakes made 
on the way. After an introduction on the relevance 
of the doctrine for today, he gives an account of its 
Biblical sources and kindred ideas in the mystery 
religions and in Stoic, Jewish, and Hellenistic 
thought. 


Two chapters briefly sketch the Marxian and 
Freudian conception of man. He shows that these 
systems fail to do justice to the depth and mystery 
of human nature. The closing chapter discusses the 
sacredness of man as an integral part of the Chris- 
tian faith. He holds to the view that it is most im- 
portant that this sacredness should be defended and 
defended on the right grounds. The nature of man 
cannot be left to the politicians, economists, philos- 
ophers and scientists. The Christian believer cannot 
withdraw himself from this debate. 


Bachman has told us that the Christian faith is 
most heartily opposed in its doctrine of-man. Too 
often Christians have neglected the field of Anthro- 
pology. Clear theological thinking makes it impera- 
tive that theology must go back and study the an- 
thropology of Christian thinkers, from the first days 
to the contemporary scene. 


Cairns agrees with Brunner that it is impossible 
when studying the nature of man, to get rid of pre- 
suppositions. On this point he writes, “The task 
of the Christian thinker will be not to stop his part- 
ner from making presuppositions for neither he nor 
the partner will be able to do this but he will be 
able to show that the issue lies not between clear 
fact and obscurantic prejudice but between two 
sets of presuppositions. Each of these is the basis 
of the fundamental view of life and each is opposed 
to the other, at least in part. 


The author’s viewpoint is not always that of the 
Reformed Faith. He follows Brunner in his view of 
the Scripture, especially in regard to the verbal in- 
spiration of the Bible. On the other hand, Cairns 
does not dismiss the Biblical accounts of the image 
of God in man as Nygren does in his book, “Agape 
and Eros.” In this book Nygren claims that the 
Biblical account is an invasion from the Hellen- 
istic world of thought. Cairns retorts, “It is not 
possible to accept this cavalier rejection of the con- 
cept. It will be our contention that though only 
thrice actually mentioned, it is implied in the whole 
thought-world of the Old Testament.” 


The author concludes that the Biblical doctrine 
of man, when compared with all others, is transcen- 
dent. It has the power to awaken compassion and 
resist injustice. Man’s true worth can be observed 
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in that he is the one for whom Christ died and with 
whom God wills with all the force of His grace 
to be joined in incarnation, death, and eternal dis- 
tiny. On this basis alone can man be appreciated. 
Apart from this view the author feels that the cyni- 
cal brutality of the totalitarians does not matter so 
very much after all. While disagreeing with the 
author at some points in his exposition of this great 
theme, we have found him stimulating in the dis- 
cussion of the nature of man and the stress he has 
placed upon the fact that anthropology is a concern 
of the highest theological importance. 


—John R. Richardson. 


“How To Preach From 
The Gospel Of John” 


By George A. E. Salstrand, Baker Book House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich. Price $2.00. 





The author works through the Gospel of John 
in thirty-two lessons, each with a homiletic outline 
forsermon construction as the core. The book is a 
product of experience. It has been used successfully 
at Temple College in Chattanooga, Tennessee, This 
is a book for the ministerial student in the Bible 
School and Seminary and for the pastor in the ac- 
tive ministry. 





Missionary Arrivals And 
Departures 


From The Belgian Congo 
On Furlough: 


Dr. and Mrs. Carleton White and two children 
left Luluabourg on November 1 by plane. They 
will spend some time in Europe arriving in the 
United States the latter part of January. 


Miss Audrey Brunkhurst left Luluabourg on 
November | by plane. 


Miss Jacqueline Muris also left Luluabourg by 
Plane on November | going to France for her regu- 
lar furlough. 


Miss Virginia Allen will arrive by air about 
November 28. 


Mr. and Mrs. Rob Roy Robertson and three 


children will arrive about December 1. 


Rev. and Mrs. W. F. McElroy, Sr., and Miss 


Lucile McElroy arrived on September 8. 


Rev. and Mrs. Robert Reinhold and three chil- 
dren will arrive sometime the latter part of No- 
vember. 


To The Belgian Congo: 


Miss Blanche Sawyer sailed for England on Oc- 
tober 16 for study before returning to Congo. 


Miss Florence Lewis is scheduled to sail on No- 
vember 23. 
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Miss Charlotte McMurray is scheduled to s<'| 


January 18. 


From Brazil On Furlough: 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Shane and two children 
arrived July 27. 

Miss Ann Pipkin arrived August 6. 
To Brazil: 


Rev. and Mrs. J. Hoge Smith and three childre 
sailed July 16. 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul Blake Smith and two chi 
dren are scheduled to sail November 28. 


Rev. and Mrs. J. R. Woodson are scheduled t: 
sail December 17. 

Miss Martha Little is also scheduled to sail De 
cember 17. 

Miss Frances Hesser is scheduled to sail Janu 
ary 7. 
From Japan On Furlough: 

Rev. and Mrs. James McAlpine and two chil 


dren arrived July 27. 


To Japan: 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Mitchell sailed September 24 
Rev. and Mrs. James Magruder sailed Septem 
ber 28. 


Rev. and Mrs. Joe B. Hopper and three children 
sailed October 31 for Japan until they can return 
to Korea. 


To Korea: 


Miss Eleanor Caslick and Rev. and Mrs. Dwight 
Linton sailed October 4. 


Rev. J. V. N. Talmage and Miss Janet Talmage 
will sail sometime in November. 


To Formosa: 
Miss Charlotte Dunlap sailed October 30. 
Miss Lillian Wells is scheduled to sail Decem- 


ber 17. 
From Mexico: 
Rev. and Mrs. Clarence Bassett and two children 


arrived July for their regular furlough. 


Miss Mildred Beaty left Mexico by air on Oc- 
tober 10 to spend a six weeks vacation in this coun- 
try. 


Miss Katherine Gray arrived November 3 for 
her regular furlough. 


Rev. George T. Brown, Rev. Keith Crim and 
Rev. Ernest Pettis have left Japan where they have 
been engaged in language study and entered Korea. 
Their families will remain in Japan. 
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A Statement! 


Thousands are signing and mailing in to us this statement. Sign yourself and get others to sign and mail to 
H. B. Dendy, Weaverville, N. C. Additional copies sent on request). 


We, the undersigned, hereby go on record 
th reference to a matter of the gravest con- 
cern to our church and her work. 


For many years each of us has given time 
and effort to the work of our church and we 
know something of the problems involved in 
the proposed merger with the Presbyterian 
Church USA and the United Presbyterian 
Church. It is our sincere conviction that or- 
ganic union with these bodies is unwise and 
will do harm rather than good for the fol 
lowing reasons: 


|. There are basic differences in policy 
ind philosophy which reflect themselves in 
the work of the three churches at home and 
abroad. These differences will be extremely 
difficult to reconcile in the event of a merger. 

2. The records show that today our 
church is growing more rapidly, giving more 
liberally and thus proportionately accomplish 
ing more for the cause of Christ than the 
USA Church, which by reason of its size will 
become the controlling factor if union takes 
place. 


3. We are convinced that as separate or 
ganizations we can better promote the work 
of God’s Kingdom, just as separate churches 
in any given area can do more for the cause 
of Christ than they might do if they were 
rganically united. 


4. There is no need of un-Christian com 


petition, lack of comity or overlapping, and 
where this exists it can be eliminated without 
union. Our organization can continue to 
function separately in mutual love, respect 
and cooperation. 


5. We believe that this continued agita- 
tion for union has been harmful to our church 
in that it has diverted time, money and ef- 
fort which could otherwise have been spent 
in advancing the work of the Kingdom. We 
feel that the time has come for us to unite 
among ourselves for this very purpose, for 
God in His love and grace has given us a 
great task to perform and His blessing in that 
task. 


Therefore, we would call upon the entire 
membership of our church—ministers, offi- 
cers and the laity—to join in a movement to 
have each presbytery and the General As- 
sembly to drop all plans for organic union 
with other churches, and at the same time to 
lay a renewed emphasis upon the program 
and confessional witness of historic Presby 
terianism, of which we are a part. 


In this way we can hope to unite our own 
forces to meet the tremendous opportunities 
which face us at home and abroad, while we 
say to our brothers and sisters in Christ in 
other Presbyterian families, and elsewhere, 
that we love them and will continue to work 
with them in the fullest cooperation and har- 
mony wherever the interests of God’s King- 
dom so demand . 
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America’s leading evangelist presents his hard-hitting 
message to millions of Americans in his newest book 


PEACE WITH GOD 


===> 1f you’ve ever heard of Billy Graham—in per- 
son, on TV, on the radio—you will want to own his 
stirring new book. Here is his invitation to everyone to 
face squarely the issues of good and evil ... of man’s 
failure and sin ... and of God’s judgment and Grace. 
In simple, heartwarming terms he spells out the way 
you can find a better relationship with God—and how 


you can enjoy the peace which will follow. 


$2.50 At All Booksellers—Or Direct From 


DouBLebDAy & Co., INc. 
Dept. BG — Garden City, N. Y. 
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